
LOCATION
North Atlantic; 57° 35’ 48’’ N 13° 41’ 19’’ W 

424 km Northwest from the nearest point 
of Ireland.  

Rock’s basis: 624 m2

fOOd

TeChNOLOgy

musIC

ArT

LeCTures

eXCLusIVe eCONOmIC ZONe
An exclusive economic zone (EEZ) is 
a sea zone prescribed by the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea over which a state has special 

rights regarding the exploration and 
use ofmarine resources, including 
energy production from water and 

wind. It stretches from the baseline 
out to 200 nautical miles (370km) from 

its coast.

OWNershIP
No country succeeded so far in 

claiming the island, for no one has 
been able to fulfill one simple law.

OIL
Researches have shown the potential 
of rich oil fields around the island. So 
far no one has started drilling, but this 
might change as soon as the Rockall 
Dispute has been finalized. 

NATure
The island itself might not be rich of 
ecology and wildlife, the surrounding 
sea however has an extremely rich 
biodiversity, with cold water corals, 
sponges and over 80 species of fish 
are present in abundance. The area of 
the fishable waters by trawler is about 
10 000km2.

hIsTOry
55 mln years ago: Rockall was born.

1606: First note of Rockall on 
Amsterdam’s Atlas; as Rocal. 

1686: French/Spanish trading ship sinks, 
250 casualties

1811:  First recorded landing by Basil Hall

1904: Danish ship “Norge” sails into 
Rockall. 557 casualties, 170 survivors

1955: Annexation of Rockall by the UK.

1980’s Denmark, Ireland and Iceland all 
claim Rockall.

1997: Greenpeace claims Rockall and 
declares it as Waveland. 

2014: Nick Hancock sets the endurance 
record to 45 days. 

geOLOgy
Top of a peralkaline granite volcanic rock. 

The granite is a mix of  minerals:  
22% quartz, 53% feldspar, 23% ferro-

magnesian minerals and 2% of others.

CLImATe
Serene probability: 10%  

Overcast probability: 70% - 80%  
Rain per year: 1150 mm  

Average temperature: 6°C - 12°C 

WILdLIfe
Other then some worms, clams and 

snails you won’t find that many animals 
on land. Some birds take a pit stop on the 
island while crossing the atlantic, which is 

notable by the white coloring at the top 
of the rock.

CLAIms
Several countries have claimed the 
island. Most likely not for its beauty 
or value of the rock itself, but for the 
surrounding natural resources. By 
claiming the island they would extend 
their exclusive economic zone.

rOCKALL

370 kilometres

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Article 
121 Regime of Islands, stated “rocks which cannot sustain human 
habitation or economic life of their own shall have no exclusive 
economic zone or continental shelf”  (UNCLOS, 1983: 63)

None of the claims managed to install a permanent 
population in the past. 

SO, WHAT IF..?

WHAT IS rOCkALL?

WHy CLAIm rOCkALL?

HOW CAN We dO THIS?

THe TrAveLLINg embASSy OF rOCkALL 

pLANNINg

. . . we would make it a habitable and liveable place? 

We could start imagining a new country, a new system and find ways to live or lives in a 
more sustainable way.

To make an isolated, small rock in the wild parts of the North Atlantic habitable we’ll need 
innovative techniques. We have to think about off-the-grid living, sustainable energy, food 
production, sanitation, clothing. 

At the same time it should be liveable as well. Meaning a place that’s worth living in. In order 
to achieve that we’ll need to discuss about social systems, a constitution, sustainability and 
find a way to have some fun as well. 

To make this happen, we’ll need to find the right people and techniques. This is where the 
Travelling Embassy of Rockall steps into the picture. 

A festival that moves from place to place collecting ideas, products and innovations, while 
bringing fun and discussion to every city.

In 2016 we will travel along three cities to find all we need to live on Rockall. 

We will start the journey in Rotterdam, from where we will continue to Aarhus and Reykjavik. 
Focusing on a different topic in every city, in combination with the finest local art and music 
available. Join us in this adventure!

Festival without boundaries. 

hABITABLe
air, fresh water, food, shelter, clothing, sanitation

LIVABLe
education, fun, healthcare, social life

ROTTERDAM
Focus: food and water 
management  
 
Biggest harbor city in Europe, 
and known for its interesting 
architecture and buzzing creativity. 

The Netherlands have a long 
history of fighting against water, 
with most of the country under 
sea level, it has developed many 
techniques for water management. 
Another feature of this small 
country is the clustering of 
agricultural infrastructure. 

ABOuT
Rockall is an initiative of Reykjavik Coworking Unit, 
Keilewerf and Institut for X.

AARHUS
Focus: sustainable energy 
 
 
Arhus is where the Embassy 
stops next. Second biggest city 
in Denmark, capital and cultural 
centre of Jutland. Selected as 
European Capital of Culture in 2017, 
which is a recognition for the rich 
cultural atmosphere in this great 
city. 

Aarhus is a self proclaimed 
capital of renewable energy, with 
knowledge in wave, wind and sun 
energy. 

REYKJAVIK
Focus: social capital, equality and 
international relations. 
 
As a volcanic island itself, Iceland 
has quite a lot to tell about live on a 
remote island with a small number 
of inhabitants. With a history of 
fighting over fishing territory, it 
knows how David can fight Goliath.

Next to that, it’s recovering from a 
financial crisis, has experimented 
with co-creating a new constitution 
and is known for progressiveness in 
gender equality.

CONTACT
rene@stichtingtreehouse.nl

Rotterdam

Aarhus

Reykjavik

ONe rOCk FOr ALL


